RELATIONS between environment 
and character. 

In considering the question of the relationship between 
environment and character, we must admit at the outset the 
enormous force wielded by the former. But on the opposite 
side of the balance lies the will— a force mightier still where 
character is concerned-that force by which the pure gold of 
a noble character is smelted out in the furnace of life from 
those surrounding forces which we call environment. If we 
consider the lower forms of creation we find them all — in 
varying degrees— the creatures of their environment ; but to 
man it is given in a supreme degree to make himself — in 
opposition to his environment, if need be. 

Drummond says that our life is a continual adjusting of 
ourselves to our environment. And the all-important matter 
for us is how we so adjust ourselves. There must be a 
continuous relationship between us and thej surrounding 
forces — physical, mental, moral, and spiritual. Each in- 
dividual will can determine — or rather limit, to a certain 
extent its environment ; but much is beyond our control 
to alter, and then it becomes necessary for us to adjust 
ourselves to it. The way in which we do these two things 

will both determine-and in turn be determined by— our 
character. 
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or necessity oblige us to live, but much more by a man’s 
individual will. He can control his thoughts, and determine 
with whom he will live in mental communion. The minds of 
the greatest and best men of all ages are within his reach ; 
and the thoughts in which a man allows himself, become in 
time a part of his being — they are his character. In the 
training of character we must see that the child has the 
opportunity of adjusting himself to a mental environment 
that is good and true ; and where his will is feeble and his 
knowledge limited, help him and guide him, that he may 

admire and strive to imitate. 

When we come to deal with moral environment the 

influences at work seem more subtle and more beyond our 
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“Tasfly, spiritual environment-the relationship of the 
soul with God, and of soul with soul. It is seldom that we 
are greatly influenced by the latter relationship. Only m 
the great crisis of our lives-individual or national-do we 
seem to become aware of the spiritual brotherhood of men. 
Alas ! that this is so, that we see so often nothing but the 
husks— the outward seeming. But in the former relationship 
is found the fulfilment of our aims and the highest sanction 
for our morality. According to our relationship to the 
supreme Spirit of Goodness will be the measure of our 
power for good in the world. If that Spirit have free access 
to our souls, we shall be filled with a strength that is the 
very main-spring of our life and character. But here it might 
seem that the forces are so mysterious and so far beyond us, 
that the will could do little or nothing ; and yet we are told 
that “if any man will ... he shall know and might one 
not say that volition is a condition of faith ? 

A man cut off from this spiritual environment may lead a 
beautiful moral life ; but there is always a great void in his 
highest needs of his nature can find no source of 
fulfilment, and for such a soul there seems no further evolu- 
tion possible. If to be in continuous relationship with this 
spiritual environment is the very perfecting of character, and 
its source of strength, what can be done to help the child 
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The question of temperament is a large one, but con 
sidered with regard to its influence in the modifying of the 
relationship between environment and character, it is rather 
one of degree than of kind. Certain temperaments are more 
susceptible to certain influences of environment than others, 
and each individual character must be framed in accordance 
with this knowledge. 

It seems to me that the great aim in the training of 
character should be to make a man sympathise with and 
respond to all that is good and beautiful in his environment, 
while giving him, at the same time, the power of being as 
little dependent on it (that is, that part of it which is beyond 
his control) as possible, when it interferes with the physical, 
mental, moral, or spiritual well-being of either himself or his 
fellow-men. Of course, the degree in which each 
or sympathises varies according to temperament, inherited 
tendencies, or special aptitudes, and geniuses are a 
themselves; bu, that a man do respond » ' h ^“ s “e 
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